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The NFA Board gathered in
December for our annual
holiday party

A Letter

from the NFA
President

I

want
to
extend warm
greetings to all
our volunteers,
friends
and
neighbors and
a thank you to
all those who
continue to support our mission of
preserving some of the wildest places
here in Newtown.
This past year has been quite a busy
one for us here at The Newtown Forest
Association. We have continued
to focus on our goals, including

securing national accreditation status,
sponsoring informative trail hikes and
seminars, managing properties for
passive recreation and wildlife and
community outreach thru our schools
and scouting programs.
We now have some exciting
projects coming to fruition like our
Nettleton Memorial Orchard Project
on Castle Hill Road. A lot of work has
already been accomplished here, and
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the results are amazing. We will have a
dedication on May 7th at 1pm. featuring
tree planting and wildflowers that will
join the twenty six new trees that have
already been planted.
We have Dr. Aaron Coopersmith
to thank, along with our other Board
members and volunteers, for their
commitment to another successful
wine tasting event that was held this
past summer.

Forest

ON THE COVER

The Holcombe Memorial Preserve barn
sports some beautiful artwork by NFA
Caretaker and Newtown artist Dave
Brooker.
PHOTO: Tim Gagne

We have had the opportunity
to expand our volunteer efforts
to include local Master gardener,
Holly Kocet. Holly who, along
with volunteers and our caretaker
Dave Brooker and his team of
interns, spent the summer and
fall maintaining our Josephine
Holcombe
Memorial
gardens
at our Holcombe Hill Preserve
Headquarters on Great Hill Road.
We are all volunteers and we love
what we do so join us and share
your skills and passion for observing
and preserving the natural world or
simply the wildness in your own
backyard.
See you in the woods!

Bob Eckenrode
					

News Briefs

New Board Member & More
NFA’s Regional Efforts
We continue to participate in our
regional group effort project H2H
(from the Hudson to the Housatonic).
H2H, which encompasses 22 towns
in Fairfield and Westchester counties, is focused on the sustainability
of open space for
wildlife habitat water
quality and passive
recreation. This is an
exciting project using
good science and a
coming together of
passionate volunteers and professionals to plan actions
necessary for
sustaining wild and
valuable places for
future generations.
Spring Events
Sat. April 9th; 10 a.m.
“Why They’re Important: Connecticut Grasslands and Meadows”
Seminar, Cyrenius Booth Library, 25
Main Street, Newtown. This event
will feature speaker Peter Piccone, a
wildlife biologist with the CT DEEP.
Also presenting on the importance of
field and meadow habits will be Leslie
Kane, a wildlife and bird specialist
from the Audubon Society at Bent of
the River Sanctuary in Southbury.
Sat. May 7th; 1 p.m.
Nettleton Memorial Orchard Dedication, Castle Hill Road, Newtown.
Tree and wildflowers planting and trails
open for exploring.

Sat. May 21st.
5K Cross Country Race at our
Holcombe Hill Preserve Great Hill
Road Open to the public. Registration required; start time 9:30 a.m.
Check our web
site soon for information on these
upcoming events.
Sat., June
•
4. CT Trails Day
Hike.
Sat., Sept.
•
10. 3rd Annual
Wine Tasting
Fundraiser.

New Board
Member
Please join the
NFA in welcoming Bill Pisacreta
to the Board of Directors. Bill has
lived in Newtown for more than 25
years with his wife Barbara and
their two children, Joe and Gina.
During the day, Bill works for United
Technologies Corporation, where
he has been for over 30 years as
a Design and Project Engineer.
Currently Bill is an IPT Project lead
Engineer for Pratt & Whitney in the
Military Advanced Engine Group. In
his off hours, Bill's passion for the
outdoors finds him often out in the
woods, a pastime that comes in very
handy on the NFA Board. He plans
to help the NFA keep up with our
annual property inspections. o
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Accreditation Update

Nettleton T
Update

W

ork on the Memorial Orchard
at the NFA’s Nettleton Preserve was in full force last Fall.
Following the clearing of invasives and damaged trees from several acres of the Preserve last fall,
land grading, stump grinding and
the installation of drainage ditches
and other water control features has
been the primary work happening
since the winter.
Next up was the planting of 26
new fruit trees which will join the existing remnants of the historic apple
orchard, along with other native
plantings and the upgrade of the existing trail system to improve the use
of the property.
Please join us for a dedication
ceremony on May 7 at 1 p.m.o

he holidays were a busy time for
the NFA. As reported in our last
newsletter the NFA is applying for National Accreditation which will acknowledge that the policies and procedures
that we follow are “best practices”.
The building blocks (our policies and
procedures) we establish today are so
important to make sure that the NFA’s
future leaders continue on the mission
on which we were founded – to own
and protect open space for passive
recreation, ecological diversity and to
preserve Newtown’s rural character.
In connection with the accreditation
process we were required to document
formal property management plans for
each of our preserves. This is no small
task, given that we have 109 properties
that we aggregate into approximately
53 wildlife preserves. These plans
help document and memorialize our
intentions. All that said, there are 30
wildlife preserves earmarked as “forever wild” by the Board of Directors. The
forever wild designation means our activities will be limited to annual boundary inspections, sign posting and enforcement of encroachment violations.
The NFA completed the inspection of all of its wildlife preserves during 2015 and the early part of 2016.
This involved locating some of our unmarked preserves and walking boundaries with the assistance of GPS and
maps. During this process, the NFA
identified several suspected violations and will be reaching out to those
neighbors to share our concerns and
hopefully reach a mutual agreement
to remediate these encroachments
voluntarily. Some are as simple as
extending the cutting of a neighbor’s
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lawn; other are as complex as the construction of a barn.
A public comment period is now
open on the NFA’s accreditation..
The Land Trust Accreditation Commission, an independent program of
the Land Trust Alliance, conducts an
extensive review of each applicant’s
policies and programs. The NFA has
historically embraced all of the best
industry practices that are expected
of accreditation. The NFA views the
accreditation process as invaluable to
ensure that the current Board of Directors’ successors follow the same policies and procedures we have today.
Once we are nationally accredited it
will also demonstrate to the public, our
donors and future grantor agencies
that one of the NFA’s core values is to
always follow best practices as a professional non-profit organization.
The Commission invites public input and accepts signed, written comments on pending applications. Comments must relate to how the Newtown
Forest Association, Inc. complies with
national quality standards. These standards address the ethical and technical
operation of a land trust. For the full list
of standards see http://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/help-and-resources/
indicator-practices.
To learn more about the accreditation program and to submit a comment, visit www.landtrustaccreditation.
org, or e-mail your comment to info@
landtrustaccreditation.org. Comments
may also be faxed or mailed to the
Land Trust Accreditation Commission,
Attn: Public Comments: (fax) 518-5873183; (mail) 112 Spring Street, Suite
204, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. o

Cavanaugh Pond Beavers
NFA Enacts New Control Measures

Cavanaugh Pond, with the beaver
lodge in view.
Below: Installing the beaver
deceiver.
ANIMALS

W

e have written about the Cavanaugh Pond beavers in past
issues of this newsletter. For years, we’ve managed to allow the beavers to continue to call the Pond home while at the
same time keeping the water flowing out of the Pond. This is
necessary to protect the rest of the property and to keep the local roads from flooding. Until recently, we’ve been lucky with the
“beaver deceivers” we had in place. Well...the beavers are no longer
being deceived. They’ve managed to get around the measures we had
in place and, in their work to prepare for Winter, redoubled their efforts
to dam the Pond. It became a daily chore for NFA Caretaker Dave
Brooker to keep the spillway clear.
The NFA Board recently met at the Pond to inspect the beavers’ work
and discuss potential new beaver deceiving methods. After much discussion and thorough research, we’ve installed a fairly costly but hopefully effective way of keeping the beavers at bay for the foreseeable
future using a new underwater pipe that keeps the beavers from hearing the sound of water leaving the Pond. Stay tuned for future updates
on the success of this new endeavor. o
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Field of Wildflower Dreams
Blackman Preserve To Bloom in 2016

E

ven as we work through Winter,
the Newtown Forest Association
(NFA) is looking towards Spring. We
are planning a major beautification
project at our 4.74 acre Blackman
Preserve (64 Mount Pleasant Road at
Blackman Road). Currently kept as an
open field, the NFA’s plan is to replace
a large section of the grass field with
native wildflowers. The flowers will attract new wildlife and promote a more
diverse wildlife population that would
be beneficial for the environment. The
flowers will also attract bees which will
help pollinate many of our local crops,
and the flowers are also perfect for attracting ground nesting birds and insects. The beauty of this field of flow-

ers will also serve us humans pretty
well as we pass by this triangular field
on Route 25.
This pilot project is partially funded
by the 2016 NFA budget. However,
the NFA believes that community
participation needs to be an important component. In that spirit, we are
reaching out to people who wish to
donate towards this special project.
Those who wish to donate may send
a check to:
Newtown Forest Association
P.O. Box 213
Newtown, CT 06470
Indicate “wildflower seeds” in the
memo line.
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Beyond monetary donations, the
NFA invites Newtowners to donate
seeds from their own gardens or donate seeds legally harvested from
other open spaces, from garden centers, online companies or by any other
creative means. This spring, the NFA
would like donations of plant divisions.
Everybody who donates has the bragging rights to say that they are part of
this wonderful project.
We plan to start this project as soon
as the soil is workable this spring. Any
questions, concerns, or recommendations, contact us directly. For this
project only, contact Harvey Pessin at
harveypessin@gmail.com o

Brandon’s Bog Bridge

Local Eagle Scout Candidate Helps At Holcombe

PEOPLE

T

he NFA’s Holcombe Hill Preserve
was honored with another Eagle
Scout project. To make Eagle Scout
it is required that the candidate completes a community service project
demonstrating the scout’s planning
and project management skills.
In
the fall of 2015 Eagle Scout Candidate
Brandon Johnson from Troop 770
came to the NFA looking for ideas and
suggestions which could benefit the
NFA. The NFA identified multiple possible projects, and Brandon selected
to build a new Bog Bridge at the our
Holcombe Hill Preserve. There was a
section of the Blue Trail between the
pond and the western meadow that
was impassible during the spring and
after heavy rains. There was a similar

					

bog bridge built on another section of
the preserve that was so well received
we thought this was the best place for
making another similar big impact.
Brandon directed the team, which
involved many scouts, friends and
parents to collect the materials necessary, transport them to the site,
prepare the concrete bridge footings
and lay the bridge down. Brandon’s
project clearly demonstrated his leadership capabilities by planning, executing and completing this community
service project with great pride and
professionalism.
Brandon demonstrated a passion for the outdoors and
for community service and took on his
respective projects with great enthusiasm. The NFA is grateful to Brandon

and to all of the parents, friends and
scout volunteers for helping complete
this project that will leave a lasting impact and benefit all future visitors. o

The NFA has a back log
of projects and is certainly
open to suggestions for
any other scout seeking a
community service project. Please contact NFA
treasurer Guy Peterson at
nfatreasurer@newtownforestassociation.org
or
203-733-2030 if you or
your scout is interested in
doing an Eagle Scout project on an NFA preserve.
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Newtown Forest Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 213
Newtown, CT 06470

Support The NFA
PLEASE CUT OUT AND RETURN THIS FORM TODAY
Name
Address
E-mail
Phone
If paying by check, please make your check payable to “Newtown Forest Association” or “N.F.A.”

o
o
o
o

NFA Individual Membership ($25)
NFA Family Membership ($35)
Additional donation of $ ________
Additional donation of $ ________ for the NFA Land Acquisition Fund

MAIL COMPLETED FORM AND CHECK TO: NFA, P.O. BOX 213, NEWTOWN, CT 06470

Give online at NewtownForestAssociation.org.

The Newtown Forest
Association is the oldest
private land trust in
Connecticut. The non-profit
Newtown Forest Association
relies heavily on membership
dues and other contributions
from our neighbors, like
you. Please consider making
a tax-deductible donation
today and/or becoming a
member to help the NFA
continue its mission to
preserve Newtown’s open
spaces.

View from the overlook at NFA’s Wasserman Preserve, Sandy Hook
Newtown Forest Association is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Federal Tax ID #: 06-6079549

