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Your Support Is Needed
to Preserve Newtown’s Nature

The Newtown Forest Association (NFA) 
is the oldest private land trust in 

Connecticut. Because we are not a part 
of or affiliated with The Town Of Newtown, 
we rely heavily on membership dues and 
other contributions from our neighbors, 
like you, to fulfill our mission of preserving 
Newtown’s nature. Please consider making 
a tax-deductible donation and/or becoming a 
member today.

You can mail your contributin to:
Newtown Forest Association
P.O. Box 213
Newtown, CT 06470

or donate online at http://newtownforestas-
sociation.org/get-involved/donate/.

Let us make it quick and painless for you. 
Snap the QR code below with your smart-
phone to be taken directly to our donation 
page.

Thank you!  o

News Briefs
NFA and Newtown High School XC 
Teams 5K

The Newtown Forest Association (NFA)will 
once again partner with the Newtown High 

School boys’ and girls’ 
cross-country teams to put 
on a 5K run at the NFA’s 
Holcombe Hill Preserve 
on Great Hill Road on May 
20 at 9 a.m.. Proceeds are 
split evenly between the 
NFA and both of the cross 

country teams.
More information is available on our web 

site, www.NewtownForestAssociation.org or 
on Facebook.

www.NewtownForestAssociation.org

f

Newtown Forest Association Announces 
Continuation of Pollinator Meadow 
Project

The NFA Pollinator Meadow Project is 
entering its second year.  Last year, the NFA 
began to convert a 3.8 acre grass field at 
its Blackman Preserve (64 Mount Pleasant 
Road) into a flower meadow for pollinators.  
The Project began with a number of generous 
donations that were used to buy a mixture of 
Northeast wildflower seeds.  Many individuals 
from throughout town also contributed root 
cuttings, plugs, and perennial plants. Some 
groups also contributed their time for planting. 

Last fall, the NFA asked for Newtonians to 
contribute flower seed heads from their own 
gardens or any other local source.  The NFA 
will also be growing and planting flower plugs 
in the meadow. The seeds will be planted in 
two to three weeks, the plugs in four to five 
weeks.  To help with this part of the Project, 
the NFA is asking for volunteer planters 
for both these events. Send an e-mail to 

harveypessin@
gmail.com with 
“meadow project” in 
the subject line to be notified of the exact 
dates.

The NFA is also proud to announce that the 
Blackman Preserve Meadow Project is now on 
the register of the National Pollinator Garden 
Network. (http://millionpollinatorgardens.
org/).  

Those who wish to donate money may send 
a check to: Newtown Forest Association, 
P.O. Box 213 Newtown, CT 06470.  Indicate 
“wildflower seeds” in the memo line.  Those 
who wish to donate seeds, seed heads, 
purchased seeds, or divisions, may leave 
them on the stone wall in the back of the 
driveway of 59 Main Street.  o



Since acquiring its first eight-acre parcel 
in 1924, before there was an Earth Day 

or widespread public interest in preserving 
wild lands, the Newtown Forest Association, 
(NFA) has been preserving the nature of 
Newtown (both literally and in the sense of 
the town’s character). Now the NFA is proud 
to announce that we have achieved national 
accreditation, making us one of just 20 
Connecticut land trusts, out of the more than 
137 throughout the state, who have achieved 
this milestone.

“Accreditation demonstrates Newtown 
Forest Association’s commitment to 
permanent land conservation, conducted 
at the highest level of professionalism, 
by a group of very dedicated volunteer 
Board members,” said Guy Peterson, NFA 
Treasurer. “We are a stronger organization 
for having gone through the rigorous 
accreditation program. Our strength means 
special places – such as the Nettleton and 
Holcombe Hill Preserves – will be protected 
forever, making Newtown an even greater 
place for us and our children. We can 
think of no greater honor then ensuring the 
permanence of our organizations future by 
becoming accredited.”

The Newtown Forest Association had 
to provide extensive documentation and 
undergo a comprehensive review as part 
of its accreditation application. The Land 
Trust Accreditation Commission awarding 
accreditation signifies its confidence that the 
NFA’s lands will be protected forever. 

NFA President Bob Eckenrode said, “We 
at the Newtown Forest Association feel this 
is an honor to be recognized nationally for 
this achievement by the Land Trust Alliance. 
The accreditation process was so thorough 
and professional. It gave us a chance to 
really examine our current procedures and 
revisit our priorities.  Having adopted most 
of the Land Trust Alliance Standard and 
Practices informally over the past several 
years as a guide, we were able to fine 

tune things to successfully complete the 
process.  We know the examples we set for 
conservation practices are going to be useful 
as a benchmark to be shared within our 
community, as well as with other land trusts 
and open space organizations in our region.”

“It is exciting to recognize the Newtown 
Forest Association with this distinction,” said 
Tammara Van Ryn, executive director of the 
Commission. “Accredited land trusts are united 
behind strong ethical standards ensuring the 
places people love will be conserved forever. 
Accreditation recognizes the Newtown 
Forest Association has demonstrated 
sound finances, ethical conduct, 
responsible governance, and 
lasting stewardship.” 

Newtown Forest Association 
is one of 1,363 land trusts across 
the United States 
according to the most 
recent National Land 
Trust Census, released 
December 1, 
2016 by the 
Land Trust 
Alliance. This 
comprehensive 

NFA Earns National Accreditation
Joins An Elite Group of Land Trusts To Have Achieved This Milestone

“Accreditation 
demonstrates 

Newtown Forest 
Association’s 

commitment to 
permanent land 
conservation, 

conducted at the 
highest level of 

professionalism...”

report also shows that accredited land trusts 
have made significant achievements.

• Accredited land trusts have steadily 
grown and now steward more than 77% 
of conservation lands and easements 
held by all land trusts.

• Accredited land trusts protected five 
times more land from 2010 to 2015 than 
land trusts that were not yet accredited.

• Accredited land trusts also have stronger 
systems and more resources to steward 
and defend their conservation lands 
forever.

A complete list of accredited land 
trusts and more information about the 
process and benefits are detailed at www.
landtrustaccreditation.org. o
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Vibrant Vernal Pools
These Springtime Wet Spots Are Teeming With Life

Ever notice seasonal wet spots in the 

woods?  They are usually wet in the 

spring, and most dry up until seasonal 

rainfall temporarily refills them throughout 

the balance of the year.  These are known as 

vernal pools.  

Vernal pools are distinct from wetlands, 

which are fed by other sources of water such 

as creeks and springs that supply water 

throughout the year.  Vernal pools are a very 

sensitive and important habitat and support 

the development of certain amphibian and 

insect species.  Seasonal vernal pools with 

little or no evidence of life can be an indicator 

of pollution.

The Newtown Forest Association 

(NFA) has several properties with vernal 

pools, and filled with turtles, frogs, toads, 

salamanders and newts can often be seen 

in them in abundance.  One of my favorite 

is the nocturnal yellow spotted salamander 

(Ambystoma maculatum) and grow up to 7.5 

inches.  In addition, vernal pools are filled 

with an assortment of plant species that are 

primarily annuals.   The best time to visit and 

see all of a vernal pools activity are at sunrise 

and sunset during early spring. 

Vernal pools represent a critically important 

habitat and need our protection; so, think 

twice before walking through a random 

puddle in the woods. o

Spotted salamanders have numerous yellow spots 
across their body.  ©NHFG/Victor Young photo

by Guy Peterson

Meet The Author
Guy Peterson has lived in Newtown since 
1993. Guy joined the NFA board in 2003 
as Treasurer, and has focused on improv-
ing board governance, grant writing and 
coordinating Eagle Scout projects.  You 
may also find Guy rolling up his sleeves 
doing property maintenance and fixing 
equipment. Guy is also credited with 
creating the first NFA web site and start-
ing the annual newsletter. Recently Guy 
spearheaded our National Accreditation 
initiative and was subsequently asked to 
join a committee of the National Accredi-
tation Commission.  


